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Diagnosis and Surgical Treatment of Abdominal Tumours. By 

Sir Spencer Wells, Bart. London: J. & A. Churchill. 1SS5. 

This volume is a fourth edition of the book published in 1S65. It 
is issued at a cheap rate, and in a serviceable form, so as to be access¬ 
ible to all classes of students. The contents differ somewhat from 
those of other editions, as “details which were interesting as novel¬ 
ties have been omitted,” but nothing of practical value has been 
expunged. New pages are devoted to the consideration of the 
surgery of the kidneys, stomach, intestines, liver and spleen, the whole 
being written from the standpoint of a practical surgeon, rather than 
that of a pathological investigator. Septicaemia, in spite of antisept¬ 
ics, is still regarded as the bugbear of abdominal operations, and a 
state of imperfection is still believed to exist which “ calls for continued 
search for truth and for constant efforts to improve methods of prac¬ 
tice, from every surgical student.” The monograph is divided into 
two parts, the first of which deals with tumours arising from the ovary, 
and its appendages; the second with those originating in the uterus 
and the abdominal viscera. Part I. considers the classification of 
ovarian tumours, their diagnosis, the details of the operation of ova¬ 
riotomy, the treatment before and after its performance, and its subse¬ 
quent results; also exploratory incisions and oophorectomy. Respect¬ 
ing the last, removal of the ovaries and tubes, except for myomata, 
does not appear to be a proceeding which finds much favour with Sir 
Spencer, for since 1S7S he has only met with eight patients to whom 
the operation could be recommended. The statistics of Savage are 
quoted; these show that in 134 cases in which the uterine appendages 
have been removed by the surgeon, only six deaths have occurred. 
But, while admitting that salpingitis and pyo-salpinx do occur, often 
from gonorrhoea, yet the author’s observations lead him to believe that 
they “ usually recover under ordinary care and rest without surgical 
treatment.” 

The second chapter in Part II. deals with partial amputation and 
complete excision of the uterus; the last portion treating of Porro’s 
operation. This is new subject matter, and is founded, in the main, 
upon P. Clement Godson’s experience; but, at the end. Sir Spencer 
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Wells differs from this authority by predicting that before long the 
recognized method of treating the pedicle in such cases will be the 
imraperitoneal one. Chapter III. is devoted to the subject of Extirpa¬ 
tion of the Spleen, and contains the record of three fatal cases that 
have been operated upon by the author. No new light is thrown 
upon the subject. 

Chapter IV. deals with renal operations. Details of cases of Ne¬ 
phrotomy and Nephrectomy of the writer’s are given. In the latter 
operation Mr. Thornton’s plan of fixing the end of the ureter out¬ 
side the abdominal incision is approved of. The remaining three 
short chapters are devoted to the surgery of the liver (No. V.), to 
cases of mesenteric, omental and pancreatic cysts, and undescended 
testicle (No. VI.); lastly, some of the various operations on the 
stomach and intestines are briefly sketched (No. VII.) 

It is somewhat strange to note, throughout the book, the preference 
shown for quoting continental authorities on statistical and other ques¬ 
tions ; yet there are many well-known English speaking surgeons who 
have done much work and given proof of great originality in this 
branch of surgery, and whose published statistics of operations com¬ 
pare very favorably with those of Sir Spencer Wells. Their names, 
in the present volume, will be looked for in vain. 

There can be no doubt that this book will prove useful to many, 
especially to those who have yet to learn the modus operandi of 
abdominal surgery; and also that it will be valuable as containing 
the opinions of a most eminent and successful surgeon and the record 
of his life’s work. Thomas F. Chavasse. 

A Treatise on Amputations of the Extremities and their Compli¬ 
cations. Bv B. A. Watson, A.M., M.D. Illustrated. Philadel¬ 
phia: P. Blakiston. Son & Co. 1SS5. Svo., pp. 762. 

At first glance it is difficult to determine the exact status of this 
work, and the judgment pronounced by the reader will depend mainly 
upon his personal acquirements and circumstances. If he possess an 
extensive library, is well read in ancient and modem surgical literature, 
and has had considerable experience in surgical work, he will perhaps 
give an adverse verdict. From this point of view, he will criticise the 
author’s method of giving long quotations from the most prominent 
and distinguished authorities on the subjects under consideration, 
instead of merely referring to them, and trusting either to the reader’s 
present knowledge or to his future diligence in consulting the original 
writings. He will prefer that the volume should have been abbreviated 
at the expense of full quotations, and that the relation of the personal 



